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Headed by a squadron of Scots Greys, the " warrior's
hearse " left the station, followed by an escort of London Scot-
tish, the bearers, the pipe band of the 2nd Battalion the Queen's
Own Cameron Highlanders, a solid body of the British Legion
with another squadron of Scots Greys forming the rear-guard.
Against a clear moonlight sky, the Castle and the church
spires were outlined in almost dreamlike beauty, forming a
fitting setting for the simple cortege that wound round the
Castle Rock and climbed the slope to the Old Town.
The route was lined by dense crowds of people who braved
the bitter wind of a wintry night, and whose sea of faces was
but dimly revealed in the ghostly light. Balconies and windows
and every possible vantage point were crowded; even trees
held their quota of spectators, and many were perched on ledges
high on the Castle Rock. Subconsciously one thought of one
of the dead Field-Marshal's predecessors in British arms, who
was buried darkly at dead of night. The city was hushed, save
for the muffled bells of St. Cuthbert's that echoed sweetly, mark-
ing time for the steady tramp, tramp of marching feet, and
the rumbling wheels of the gun-carriage on which rested the
flag-draped casket.
As the gun-carriage moved along with its beloved burden
the moonlight caught the silver on the Field-Marshal's baton,
giving the effect of a star twinkling over the coffin, reminding
one of the poet's lines: " And in the night of death hope was a
star, and listening love can hear the rustle of the wing."
Many thousands of people, most of whom wore the Haig
poppy, were gathered around St. Giles Cathedral, before whose
west entrance was drawn up the guard of honour of the British
Legion from various branches in the area, under Captain
Duncan MacNicol, who served in the Black Watch.
The Scots Greys, looking almost like phantom horsemen in
the grey night light, swung into the square, heralding the gun-
carriage that duly came to a halt at the doorway, where the